Suppressed development of experimental glomerulonephritis in lactating rats.
Five of six lactating rats did not develop proteinuria after an injection of nephrotoxic serum, whereas four out of five non-lactating, non-pregnant rats showed the usual proteinuric response (P = 0.06). The amount of heterologous IgG deposits was similar in both groups, but the lactating rats had significantly less autologous IgG (P = 0.004) in the glomerular basal membrane. It is suggested that hormonal factors influence the development of experimental glomerulonephritis in lactating rats.